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Solar Panel Project
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Panzica Construction partnered with Doty and Miller
Architects and The Great Lakes Science Center to
design and build a new exhibit entitled, “Solar Works!
The Exhibit”. It consisted of a steel canopy topped
with 156 200-watt GE solar panels. The solar array
will generate 31,200 watts of electricity at peak
performance, which is enough to power several
homes. The panels were installed along the entry
walkway and created an elegant shaded canopy for
patrons while producing electricity for the building.
The electricity was fed directly into the building’s
power grid and, when power is not being used by the
science center, the electricity will be fed to the local
utility grid helping to offset their need for power
generation. In other words the electric meter will spin
backwards.

The generation of power by the solar array will be
monitored and fed to an internet connection for display
to all science center patrons at several locations within
and around the building.

The project is not only a great tool for learning, it is a
great step for the science center and the Northeast
Ohio region toward a sustainable future.
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